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Community support of Premier Learning Spaces, with votes for a Penny Sales Tax in 2014 and Bond Referendum in 2018, have allowed for 

tremendous improvements at school campuses throughout the District. Updates on voter-approved projects, along with  enhancements 

underway through Energy Performance Contracting, cyclic funds and athletic funding, are featured on Aiken County Public School 

District's website in a new section under the "Community" channel titled "Premier Learning Spaces." We invite you to follow the progress 

of our school facilities improvements and join us in celebrating the community's investment in its public schools. 

acpsd.net

Aiken High School is nearing completion of its current Phase (2B), with the addition of an auxiliary gym, and new classrooms for band 

and chorus, ROTC, sewing art and childcare. The school's final Phase (2C) will complete the transformation with the addition of a 720-

seat auditorium and Career and Technology classrooms. North Augusta High School, also a project connected to the 2014 One Cent Sales 

Tax, is in Phase 3 of construction, which includes an auxiliary gym and an arena-style athletic facility. The second phase of Ridge Spring-

Monetta's K-12 facility, which adds the High School to the recently opened Middle School (2014), is scheduled to wrap up in early 2020. 

Midland Valley High School is the first of the projects funded by the 2018 Bond Referendum to break ground and begin construction. The 

24-classroom addition, auxiliary gym, and dining facility are on schedule for an August 2021 opening. Planning and Design Development 

have begun for Millbrook, Hammond Hill and Belvedere Elementary Schools, as well as a new elementary and a new middle school 

between Graniteville and North Augusta.  Construction at Millbrook Elementary is scheduled to begin in January. Part of our District's 

commitment to community involvement in planning and oversight of school facilities improvement is the creation of Community Oversight 

Committees for each set of projects. Welcome and thank you to the following community members for their voluntary service on the 

Bond Referendum Oversight Committee: Andrew Hendrix, Ben Harm, Bruce Wheelon, Diana Bowers, Everett Chandler, Kim Martin, 

Laura Kanagy, Leslie Cobb, Michelle Stevens, Paula Holley, Rev. Chris Wyatt, and Tim Butler. These invested community leaders will be 

joined by school board members Brian Silas and Jason Crane at quarterly meetings, where they will review revenues, expenditures, and 

construction reports for projects being funded by the 2018 bond.

Eight Percent Monies have contributed to projects connected with the Penny Sales Tax and Bond Referendum, but have also been utilized 

for cyclic maintenance throughout the District and to repurpose existing facilities. Graniteville Elementary School and Aiken Intermediate 

School both opened this fall in newly-enhanced, existing facilities. 

Through a comprehensive Energy Savings Program, Aiken County Public Schools is installing solar fields, transitioning lighting systems, 

retrofitting HVAC units, and improving ventilation and outside air intake systems at schools throughout the District. Energy savings 

resulting from these modern upgrades and more are estimated to result in $70 million over the life of the 20 year program and are designed 

to fund the more than $42 million in energy infrastructure improvements, while providing funding to classroom needs throughout the 

county. 

Community oversight, frequent online updates, a yearly broadcast Progress Report, and this quarterly ad (generously sponsored by SRP 

Federal Credit Union) are part of our school system’s deliberate effort to ensure responsible oversight of projects and management of 

funding while “Building Community Trust.” 


